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From the Pastor

On November 20 at 12:44 p.m. Jackson Edward and
William Haze welcomed their little brother, Isaac Butler
Brady, into the world. In addition to the stark realization
that Amy and | are now outnumbered in our house, |
continue to hear the theme song from Fred MacMurray’s
My Three Sons being replayed over and over in my head.

Needless to say, | am feeling blessed beyond measure—a
great God, a godly wife, three beautiful children, and a
wonderful fellowship of people called First Baptist Church.
In so many ways, these are days which bring many smiles
to my face, and | find myself reading Psalm 127 again
and again and again.

Isaac arrived
weighing 9 Ibs.
60z. For the last
nine months, Amy
has been carrying
the load, and now
| get to help out a
littte more. (No,
take that back. |
get to help out A
LOT morel)  So
much anticipation
and preparation,
as well as so many
prayers, went into
getting ready for
Isaac’s arrival.
Many have
celebrated this
special blessing with us, and bringing a baby home from
the hospital on Thanksgiving day made our Thanksgiving
all the more special.

Now that there are three Brady boys in our home, Amy
and | are once more realizing the simple truth that With
Blessing Comes Responsibility.

We have again entered the world of midnight feedings,
baby burp cloths, tiny diapers, infant car seats...and, oh
yeah, did | mention midnight feedings? (If you are ever
thinking about calling the Brady house and are wondering
whether we are up...no worries, we are!)

If things go as expected, Isaac will continue growing. Ina
few months, his face will be more expressive. Eventually
he will learn to turn over and begin crawling. Around a
year or so, he will start walking. In the future he will talk,
run, jump, play, learn, throw a ball, get haircuts, drive a
car, leave his dirty socks in the middle of the floor, fight
with his brothers and much, much more. (Wait a minute.
Did | say “drive a car?” We haven’t decided yet if we are
going to let our boys drive cars!)

November 20 was just the beginning of Isaac’s visible
growth, and we are expecting him to grow more and
more. It is God’s natural design for people to grow, and
as his parents, Amy and | have the responsibility to help
him grow. We will care for him, feed him, and take care
of him so that he can grow during these early days. Later
on, we will teach him how to begin taking care of himself.
There is so much ahead!

Jesus tells us that “unless one is born again he cannot see
the kingdom of God” (John 3:3). However, birth is not all
that God expects of us. We are also commanded to grow
spiritually.

While we had been
preparing for his
arrival for nine
months, Isaac’s birth
has never been our
only or primary goal.
Rather, our ultimate
concern has been
and will continue to
be his continued
growth and maturity.

While Peter
commands Christians
to “long for pure
spiritual  milk,” he
also exhorts us to
“grow up to
salvation—if indeed
you have tasted that the Lord is good” (1 Peter 2:2-3).
Paul expresses his concern that the Corinthian believers
were in the flesh and that they were still “infants in
Christ” (1 Corinthians 3:1).

Yes, babies are cute, but something is terribly wrong if
babies remain babies.

There are still blue balloons and kind greeting cards
around our house. We are continuing to celebrate the
tremendous blessing that has been given to us. And while
Isaac is years away from learning this truth himself, Amy
and | are being reminded daily of the foundational
principle that with blessing comes responsibility.

Revelation 22:21,

Todd Brady
Pastor

P.S.  Next time you find yourself up at 3:00 in the
morning, say a prayer for your pastor. | guarantee you he
will be up!



Upcoming Events @ FBC

Holiday Schedule

Sunday, December 2

9:00 a.m. Worship—Great Room

11:10 a.m. Worship—Worship Center

6:00 p.m. Worship—Worship Center (Dr. Kevin Ezell, Highview
Baptist Church, Louisville, KY)

7:00p.m. Fellowship honoring Josh and Leann Kersey

Sunday, December 9

9:00 a.m. Worship—Great Room

11:10 a.m. Worship—Worship Center

6:00 p.m. Children’s Choir Program, “Miracle on Main Street”

Sunday, December 16

9:00 a.m. Worship—Worship Center
11:10 a.m. Worship—Worship Center
6:00 p.m. Adult Choir Christmas Program

Sunday, December 23
9:30 a.m. Church-wide Christmas Brunch—Great Room

11:00 a.m. Worship—Worship Center
No Evening Activities

Wednesday, December 26
No Evening Activities

Sunday, December 30

9:00 a.m. Worship—Great Room
11:10 a.m. Worship—Worship Center
6:00 p.m. Worship—Carson Chapel

Dr. Kevin Ezell to Speak December 2

Dr. Kevin Ezell will be preaching at FBC on Sunday
evening, December 2, at 6:00 p.m. Be a part of this special
service. Dr. Ezell is pastor of Highview Baptist Church in
Louisville, KY, and once served on staff at FBC Paducah.

First Monday Prayer

First Monday Prayer will be held on Monday, December 3.

First Baptist’s chapel will be open from 6:00 a.m.—6:00

p.m. on that day for those who wish to come to the chapel

and pray. As you pray this month, please include these

specific points:

e Praise God our Father for His faithfulness to us and for
His indescribable, priceless love. “I will bow down
toward Thy holy temple, and give thanks to Thy name
for Thy lovingkindness and Thy truth.” (Psalm 138:2)

e During this Christmas season, ask God to bring someone
into your life who has not heard the Good News that
His Son, Jesus Christ, has come into the world to save
them from their sins. Ask God the Holy Spirit to help
you to bear witness of His saving power to that person.

e Pray that all First Baptist Church Christmas musical
presentations, Sunday School fellowships, the church
Christmas parade float and other activities will
communicate clearly the message that Jesus has come to
bring eternal life out of death.

e Pray for our missionaries in North America and
throughout the world during the Week of Prayer for
International Missions, December 2-9. Pray for God to
inspire Southern Baptists to respond generously in
reaching the nations with His Word by supporting the
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering.

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering
“TELL ME! The Story of
TELL ME' Jesus” is the 2007 theme for
™ the Lottie Moon Christmas
URITHY (Piash Offering. Our church’s
goal this year is $100,000, every penny of which goes to
the International Mission Board’s (IMB) overseas budget to
support our missionaries and their work. To learn more
about Lottie Moon and the offering which bears her name,

visit the IMB’s website, www.imb.org.

Angel Tree Angels

We still have several Angel Tree giving opportunities for
local families with a mom or dad in jail. These gifts are
given on behalf of the incarcerated parent. You can make a
difference for a local young boy or girl. Angels will be
available Sunday, December 2.

Choir Christmas Program

Sunday evening, December 16

The 2007 Christmas Program, “Christmas is Jesus,” offers
something different—a program in two parts. Part | begins
at 6:00 p.m. in the Great Room with a free meal and
featuring music of the season performed by the sanctuary
choir, ensembles, soloists, and traveling musicians. Part 2
begins at 7:15 when we move into the sanctuary to enjoy the
telling of the Christmas story through song and drama.

Children’s Choir
Christmas Program

The Children’s Choir will be pre-
senting their Christmas program,
“Miracle on Main Street,” on
Sunday night, December 9, at
6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary.

The Latle Pageant That Wouldn't Give Up!

First Sports
Upward Basketball and Cheerleading

The Upward Basketball and Cheerleading season is
beginning soon and the registration has completed. We
are in need of coaches, assistant coaches, referees,
concession helpers and much more. If you are interested
in helping this season, please let Jeremy Hudgin know as
soon as possible.

Miscellaneous News

Responding to God"s Abundant Blessing
During 2007, God has blessed our church family well
beyond our anticipated financial needs through the sacrificial
giving of our members. Having been so blessed, it is
incumbent on us to be good stewards of these funds as
reflected in Jesus' words from the parable of the slave found
in Luke 12:48, “Everyone to whom much was given, of him
much will be required, and from him to whom they entrusted
much, they will demand the more.” We may never know for
certain why we have been so blessed, but trusting God to
shepherd the affairs of our lives, we must embrace this
opportunity fully and with the intent of glorifying God and
fulfilling His purposes.

Continued on next page



To that end, | have asked that our ministerial staff and several of
our operating committees begin a process of carefully and
prayerfully making proposals for the use of these funds. As a
guideline for developing these proposals, we will use the
priorities from "Forward Together: A Guiding Framework for
Our Shared Future," the Worship of God, the Word of God, the
People of God, and the Ministry of God. The proposals will be
brought forward by mid-January and evaluated by a group of
our church leaders who will, in turn, help decide which are most
consistent with our commitments.

As we consider the way ahead, please pray that our ministers
and our operating committees will think broadly, aggressively,
and faithfully about possibilities for use of these funds. Our
desire is to proceed in a way that honors God and His pur-
poses.

—Todd Brady

Recent Library Acquisitions

The FBC Library has recently added some new books to its col-
lection. These include Global Warning: Are We on the Brink of
WW lll2 By Tim LaHaye, 3:16: The Numbers of Hope, by
Max Lucado, and Jerusalem Countdown: A Prelude to War
by John Hagee. The Library is open every Sunday morning at

9:30 a.m.

God’s Care Corps.
A great idea!! When you are making out your Christmas card
list this year, please include the following:

A Recovering American Soldier

c¢/0 Walter Reed Army Medical Center

6900 Georgia Avenue NW

Washington, DC 20307-5001
Thank you for making a difference in a recovering soldier’s
Christmas.
Marie Jackson and Judy Askew

Birth Announcements
A son born to Adam and Stacey Whiteside on November 14,
2007. His name is Luke Jackson.

A son born to Todd and Amy Brady on Nov. 20, 2007. His
name is Isaac Butler.

Christian Sympathy

Christian sympathy is extended to Alma Montgomery in the loss
of her husband, Marvin Montgomery, a member of our church
who departed this life November 22, 2007.

Special Gifts
Memorial gifts have been received by the church for Marvin
Montgomery and the grandfather of Eric Stuber.

Gifts have been received by the church In Honor of Charles
Joiner, and Al and Frances Gardner.

SOS Items Needed

Share Our Surplus (SOS) is a ministry to connect those who
have a material need with those who would like to donate an
item such as kitchen table and chairs, electric stove, refrigerator,
blankets, rugs, all sizes of beds, mattresses, and box springs,
daybed, all sizes of curtains and drapes, and a couch. Please
call Colla Ro at 442-3725 if you can help with this ministry.

December Bus Driver
Pat Coughlin - 270-444-7017

Bus Ministry

The bus ministry is provided to members who are unable to
drive to church on Sunday mornings. We have volunteer
opportunities for anyone interested in being a part of this
ministry, especially for the months of April and July, 2008. For
more information, contact Larry Heavrin at 898-6056 or the
church office at 442-2728.

Thank You Notes

Thanks to so many who have prayed, called me on the phone,
and sent cards.

Bertie Carter

Thank you for all of the beautiful cards, visits and prayers; and
last, but not least, the beautiful flowers.
Llouise D. Garrett

Debra and | would like to thank you for your many prayers and
expressions of love and concern over these past two months
since her accident. She is doing much better and, with more
time and God’s continued grace, is on her way to a full
recuperation. We are so thankful that God protected her life
and that He is working a miracle of healing in her body. We
know that your prayers on her behalf have played an important
part in this process. May God bless each of you in every way.
We love you and we thank God on every remembrance of you.

Doug and Debra Crawley

Weekly Schedule

Sunday, December 2

9:00 a.m. Worship - Great Room
9:30 a.m. Library Open

10:05 a.m. Bible Study

11:10 a.m. Worship - Worship
Center

4:30 p.m. “The Truth Project”

5:00 p.m. Adult Discipleship

5:00 p.m. Youth Discipleship

5:00 p.m. Children’s Choir

6:00 p.m. Worship-Dr. Kevin Ezell
6:00 p.m. Kids on Mission (K-5th
Grade)

Monday, December 3

6:00 a.m. First Monday Prayer
9:00 a.m. Fit for Life Exercise Class
10:00 a.m. Sampson Il Roundtable
Tuesday, December 4

9:00 a.m. MOPS

10:00 a.m. Ministries of Outreach/
Card Writing

6:00 p.m. WMU Foreign Mission
Emphasis

Wednesday, December 5
6:00 a.m. Men's Fraternity

9:00 a.m. Fit for Life Exercise Class
10:00 a.m. Bea Walker Roundta-
ble

5:00 p.m. Fellowship Meal

5:30 p.m. Praise Band Rehearsal
6:00 p.m. Prayer Meeting

6:00 p.m. Livewire Experience
6:00 p.m. AWANA

7:00 p.m. Choir/Orchestra
Rehearsal

Thursday, December 6
Friday, December 7

9:30 a.m. Fit for Life Exercise Class
6:30 p.m. Scrapbooking Class

Saturday, December 8

10:00 a.m. Children’s Choir
Rehearsal

Sunday, December 9

9:00 a.m. Worship—Great Room
9:30 a.m. Library Open

10:05 a.m. Bible Study

11:10 a.m. Worship - Worship
Center

5:00 p.m. Adult Discipleship

5:00 p.m. Youth Discipleship

6:00 p.m. Children’s Christmas
Musical

Monday, December 10

9:00 a.m. Fit for Life Exercise Class
1:00 p.m. Marie Jester Group
Tuesday, December 11

10:00 a.m. Ministries of Outreach/
Card Writing

Wednesday, December 12
6:00 a.m. Men's Fraternity

9:00 a.m. Fit for Life Exercise Class
5:00 p.m. Fellowship Meal

5:30 p.m. Praise Band Rehearsal
6:00 p.m. Prayer Meeting

6:00 p.m. Livewire Experience
6:00 p.m. AWANA

7:00 p.m. Choir/Orchestra
Rehearsal

Thursday, December 13
Friday, December 14

9:00 a.m. Fit for Life Exercise Class
Saturday, December 15
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What You See!

Here is a schedule of our FBC programs
along with scheduled air times.

Sunday Morning Schedule for

Comcast Channel 37:

8:00-8:30 a.m. - Sunday Morning Prayer Time
(Taped) (Replayed on Wed. @ 7pm &

Thursdays @ 8:30 am)

9:30-10:00 a.m. - FBC Music (Taped)

10:00-10:45 a.m. - Chapel Bible Class (Live)

10:45-11:10 a.m. - FBC Music (Taped)

11:10-12:10 a.m. - Worship Service (Live)

Sunday Morning Schedule for

Channel 6:

11:00-12:00 - Sunday Morning Worship Service
(Tape Delayed from Previous Week)

Financial News
November 18, 2007
Budget Received: $39,315.52
Designations: $3,480.10

November 25, 2007
Budget Received: $41,059.26
Designations: $7,808.75

Totals to Date:

Total Budget Received: $2,411,549.13
Total Budget Required: $2,417,691.90
Total Designations: $308,909.90

Sunday School

Attendance
November 18 - 786
November 25 - 678

Menu
Wednesday Night Meals

December 5

Homemade Vegetable Beef Soup, Pimento
Cheese or Chicken Sandwiches on Crois-
sant, Tossed Salad, Assorted Desserts

December 12

Beef Tenderloin, Corn Pudding, Green
Beans, Rolls, Tossed Salad, Assorted
Desserts

December 16-Choir Program
Salad, Prime Rib au Jus, Baked Potato,

Vegetable, Rolls, Assorted Desserts

Children’s Menu Available upon Request

LifeLine Deadline

The deadline for items to be submitted for the next Lifeline is December 7, 2007.
You may e-mail your items to cperkins@fbcpaducah.org




